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JCSD Reports Improvement on State MAAP Tests to Board 

Last evening, the Jackson County Board of Education met for the October regular board meeting at East Central 
High School after touring the East Central schools during the day.  Highlighting the meeting was a presentation 
regarding the recently released MAAP/State Test rankings.   
 
Superintendent, Dr. John Strycker, told the board members that he used state test ranking this year to 
benchmark how the district performed on the tests compared to student proficiency improvement due to the 
COVID pandemic.  He reported: 

1. Considering all subject MAAP testing areas, our average state rank improved from 23rd in the state to 
16th in the state from the 2018-19 tests. 

2. Considering all subject MAAP testing areas, our coastal rank improved from 6th on the coast to 5th on 
the coast from the 2018-19 tests. 

 
“I’m pleased with our results considering we were an ‘A’ district in the 2018-19 school year and improved 
seven spots with state ranking,” he said.  “I commend our entire school community and staff for achieving such 
improvement during a world-wide pandemic on top of everything else.  However, it’s time to get back to 
normal and focus on continued instructional improvement…we can do even better,” stated Strycker. 
 
Director of Curriculum and Administration, Dr. Penny Westfaul, also discussed state test results and presented 
the plan moving forward. Dr. Westfaul discussed data trends in state-tested subjects and noted, “While we are 
happy with our results, we are using data to identify areas of best practice and where improvement needs to 
occur.” Dr. Westfaul then listed broad areas of concern and spelled out a plan for correcting deficiencies.  “The 
curriculum team will be visiting each JCSD school and contacting schools outside our district to learn of 
effective strategies that could be utilized in our improvement efforts.” 
 
The board also heard good news regarding solid district finances.  The district’s fund balance (money in 
reserve) was reported to be even higher than the board goal of 12%.  Business Manager, Ryan Earley, reported 
that the FY21 ending fund balance is 15.2% and the FY22 projected ending fund balance is 15.8% ($13.3M). 
 
“While this is good news for our district, we must continue to maintain a balanced budget moving forward.  The 
excess fund balance will bring opportunities and important decisions in the near future,” said Earley of the 
report. 
 
The board was then presented a facility update by Director of Operations and Support, David Besancon.  Mr. 
Besancon updated the board on the several construction projects taking place in the district, particularly the 
ESSER projects. “While the contract language has been holding us up on the ESSER projects, this has now 
been resolved.  With this development, we have nine projects on the agenda tonight and more to follow in the 
upcoming months,” stated Mr. Besancon. 
 
The board members also heard community input regarding the subject of public comment during board 
meetings.  After listening to a community member and discussing the subject, the board will proceed with 
developing a policy for public comment at board meetings. 



 
“Our goal is to have a clear process of how the community can participate and provide input to its elected 
officials on the Board of Education while maintaining order during our meetings.  I felt we had a good, healthy 
discussion and look forward to implementing these policies based on our discussions,” said Board of Education 
President, Troy Frisbie. 
 
Board recognition for the month of October included students Michael Semrick, Jathan Ford, and Hollis Porter.  
Semrick and Ford were recognized as commended students for the National Merit Scholarship Program and 
Porter for a verbal commitment to MSU for a baseball scholarship. 
 
“We are blessed in our school community to have leaders such as Michael, Jathan, and Hollis both in and 
outside the classroom.  They are excellent examples for all of us and especially for the little ones who look up to 
them.  I am also thankful for those in the homes from which these students come.  It is not by accident that these 
students are of such outstanding character,” said Strycker 
 
If there are any questions or concerns regarding this press release, please contact Superintendent John Strycker 
at 228-283-3000. 


